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Beyond Big Publishers
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Hi, I’m Dr. Maryna Nazarovets

Researcher in scholarly communication

Open Science Lab, TIB Hannover

“Why don’t scientists just post on Instagram?”

Welcome! 



Name, Titel, Thema, Veranstaltung, usw. (im Master anpassen)

📄 Articles

📚 Books

👥 Conferences

That’s the core of how science is currently shared, 
evaluated, and rewarded.

By Ulrichsweb.com - over 70,000 journals worldwide

How Do Scientists Talk to Each 
Other?

Image: Bosman, J. & Kramer, B. (2016). 101 Innovations in scholarly communication: re-designing research 

support services. figshare. Presentation. https://doi.org/10.6084/m9.figshare.4054728.v1

https://doi.org/10.6084/m9.figshare.4054728.v1
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The first scholarly journal, Journal des sçavans –
mixing science, philosophy, and letters, was 
launched in Paris on 5 January 1665.

The same year Philosophical Transactions of the 
Royal Society was published in London.

How Did It All Start?

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Journal_des_s%C3%A7avans
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philosophical_Transactions_of_the_Royal_Society
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So, What Is a Scholarly Journal?

A journal is similar to a magazine, but it is not the same thing, because

👨🔬 it’s written by scientists

✅ peer reviewed by other scientists

📚 full of references

Peer review = quality check before publishing

Images: ChatGPT (OpenAI) based on author’s concepts
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Not only big names!

📦 Commercial publishers (Elsevier, Springer)

👥 Scientific societies (ACM, Royal Society)

🎓 Universities 

🔬👨 Scholar-led or grassroots journals

🌍 Foundations & NGOs (WHO, PLOS)

Etc.

Who Publishes These Journals?

Images: ChatGPT (OpenAI) based on author’s concepts
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In the 19th century, Wilhelm von Humboldt’s reforms established the 
model of the modern research university in Germany.

The unity of research and teaching, academic freedom, and the 
university as a space of knowledge creation.

Universities increasingly took on the role of disseminating knowledge 
through institutional publishing.

Humboldt and the Rise of University 
Journals

Karl Bauer, Wilhelm von Humboldt, Tusche gerandet, 

Städtische Galerie im Lenbachhaus und Kunstbau 

München

https://www.lenbachhaus.de/digital/sammlung-

online/detail/wilhelm-von-humboldt-30006406

Fitzpatrick, K. (2023). "The University and the University Press." The Journal of Electronic Publishing, 

26(1). https://doi.org/10.3998/jep.5384

https://www.lenbachhaus.de/digital/sammlung-online/detail/wilhelm-von-humboldt-30006406
https://doi.org/10.3998/jep.5384
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🏫 Published by a university, inc. faculty, library, 
university press

🌱 Often, but not always, focus on young researchers 
or new ideas

🔓 Many are open access – free to read (and 
sometimes free for publish)

🌐 Multilingual or regionally important

What Are University Journals?

Images: ChatGPT (OpenAI) based on author’s concepts
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+19,000 university journals worldwide

They play a vital role in making science more inclusive, diverse, and locally 
relevant:

🏛 Support the public mission of universities

📣 Give voice to disciplines and topics neglected by commercial journals 
(e.g. local history, indigenous knowledge)

🎓 Offer platforms for young researchers

🌍 Strengthen regional and multilingual science – e.g. in Latin America, 
Eastern Europe, Southeast Asia

Why Do They Matter?

Images: ChatGPT (OpenAI) based on author’s concepts
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The number of university journals varies dramatically across countries 
and regions.

Some countries have thousands of UJs (e.g., Indonesia, USA, Brazil), 
where university-based publishing is mainstream.

Others have very few, or focus primarily on commercial or society-led 
journals (e.g. Germany, France, Scandinavian countries).

This reflects differences in academic culture, evaluation systems, and 
funding structures.

A Global Diversity of University 
Journals

Images: ChatGPT (OpenAI) based on author’s concepts



Name, Titel, Thema, Veranstaltung, usw. (im Master anpassen)

💰 Underfunding: Small or no budgets; editors 
often work voluntarily

👥💻 Editorial inexperience: Few trained editors, 
limited knowledge of publishing standards

🌍 Limited visibility: Hard to get into global 
databases, weak metadata

✋+👤+🔒 Cultural & institutional constraints: 
Internal loyalty, resistance to external authors, 
local academic hierarchies

📈 Pressure to imitate commercial standards

etc.

But They Face Real 
Struggles

Images: ChatGPT (OpenAI) based on author’s concepts
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🏛 Institutional support: Funds, 
infrastructure, and editorial time from host 
universities

✅ Training: Professional development for 
editors and reviewers in editorial ethics, 
peer review, metadata

🌐 Discoverability: Improve metadata, 
indexing, and use platforms

🔄 Governance: Introduce rotation in 
editorial boards, reduce endogamy, ensure 
peer review transparency

🙌 Global recognition and fair evaluation

?...

What Would Help?

Images: ChatGPT (OpenAI) based on author’s concepts
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Creative Commons Namensnennung 3.0 Deutschland 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/de

Thank You!

💬 maryna.nazarovets@tib.eu
📍 Open Science Lab, TIB Hannover

🔗 https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1797-4533

https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1797-4533

